
News Letter and Minutes for October 2026

October meeting opening time 1230hrs 

In attendance: Chris Draper, Robert Giles, Vince Hockley, Julie Collister, Ray Collister, Jacqui Liggins, Darren Liggins.

Proposals

Proposed by Ray Collister Seconded by Jacqui Liggins that Septembers Minutes have been read. 
Passed

Proposed by Julie Collister Seconded by Chris Draper that the amount of £25 be spent on Christmas presents for each child who has been part of a registered welfare case.
Passed

Proposed by Ray Collister that the Bank account name be changed. It has been agreed by the Chairman that this subject needs to be looked into, to make sure that the accounts align with RHQs naming policy.

Proposed by Chris Draper Seconded by Vince Hockley that we try to organise a couple of Mickeries this year before the dinner.
Passed

Proposed by Robert Giles Seconded by Vince Hockley that our thanks go to the Singer from the dinner and see if she is available for other events in the future.
Passed
    
No other Proposals 

General Points

Accounts were discussed and will be presented at the AGM, at which point we will also confirm all money raised at the Branch dinner.
 We would like to say a big thank you to Julie Collister and Jacqui and Darren Liggins for their tireless effort to ensure the dinner went off without a hitch.
Remembrance Sunday. The Branch will be meeting at the Old Contembtibles at 1000hrs on Sunday the 8th of November. After a swift half we will be moving up to join the other Veterans on Parade. Then it’s back to the Old Contemptibles to raise a glass. You are all welcome to join the parade, OOD smart with beret and medals if you have them. If you don’t want to parade, then hopefully you will join us afterwards. 
AGM. We will not be having a meeting on the 8th of November due to Remembrance Day. Our normal meeting has been pushed one week to the right and will be on Saturday the 14th of November. This meeting will be followed by our AGM. All details and nominees have been sent out by the chairman by email with more to follow. This meeting will be held upstairs at the Old Contemptibles, not in our usual room.   


Welfare

If you need help then please reach out to any of the committee, don’t suffer alone, it seldom ends well.

Meeting end 1255hrs 

Take away points 
Remembrance Sunday 1000hrs at the Old Contembtibles
AGM Saturday 14th November at 1230hrs at the Old Contemptibles 

Kevin Tracy keeping up with the Old Guard

JACKIE CLEARY, Wife to the late Dennis Cleary, the former RSM Btn and RSM Sandhurst  Academy. As you are all aware Denis died in the past few weeks and I taught I would let you all know how his good lady is. Jackie is in a home for Dementia Elderly patients and has been there for a considerable time . The home is not to far from where they lived. The family have decided not to tell Jackie of Denis’ passing. All the family live quite close to each other and visit the mom regularly. Jackie is 86 and comes from  East London. They married in 1959 and had two children, Kevin and Joanne. I did a bit of Babysitting for them at Hubbelrath early 60s. They have 6 grandchildren all living in Kent not to far from Herne Bay. Denis joined the Micks in 1955, he had a sticky start, but came through it all and finally wound up as RSM Sandhurst. He was later employed by the British Legion. He hailed from Bolton Street flats about 5 minutes walk from my house in Dublin. What a man and what a career. 

HARRY KIRKPATRICK recently passed away in Ulster, he was a member of the Boxing team, BTN 82/83 that I trained as the  Manager. He was one of the hardest and toughest  Micks  I knew whilst I was in the \Micks. 58/77. Having said that he was one of the nicest well mannered men you could meet. He took learning to Box seriously and  I have emphasised that in capitals. Truly a team man. He could also carry a punch. When I sparred him I always come away with aches and pains. I saw the photo on Facebook of his last few days, particularly when Benny Graham visited him, Thank you Benny for the Facebook shot, I must add Benny , visited Harry having come all the way from Australia. Benny is a true OULD MICK THRO AND THRO.. Harrys Wife Mina and the family were with him as he passed.  QS.

Mrs Vicky Williams aged 95 and still as alert as ever, living over in Peterborough with her youngest son Shaun aged 70. Her husband Jimmy was QM and held most jobs within the regiment, finishing up as Reg Adjt at RHQ. He served from 1946 to 1983. He finished up as Lt Col. Jimmy died in 2018 after a illustrious career. He came from Londonderry NI. The couple had 3 children, 2 boys and a girl, their son lives in Spain and their daughter in Holland. They all get together for the odd holiday. We wish the family many more years of happiness, and she closed the telephone call with reminisces of Saturday nights  at Sgts Mess HUBBELRATH Dusselldorf early 60s.

Mrs Jean Duffy wife to the late Maj Pat Duffy MBE is now aged 91 and fully fit as she says, living down at Colchester near her children, They spoil her by taking her out for meals and holidays. She is very contented with her way of life. Pat Duffy now would be 98. He served 35 years from 1946 to 1981, He become RSM of BTN and a very good one, Later he become Major QM. Jean said she enjoyed living within the MICKS  and never to be forgotten.  I have her phone number.

Big Bill Davis. Is now 87 and  his wife Liz are  fit and well over at Bourne Lincs. He had a somewhat illustrious career in the Micks, however he spent a lot of his service in various prominent jobs within the establishment gaining promotions along the way. He joined in April 57 at Caterham after training, at Shornecliffe and then to RHQ as a Cycle Orderly, He rejoined the Btn on arrival back from Cyprus in London. I suspect big John Mc Comiskey must have taken a liking to him as his CSM at Windsor. A short time later he became a Lance Corporal and soon after L Sergeant. Next was Gds Depot as an instructor in 1963. He rejoined the Btn at Chelsea 1966 as a Platoon Sgt, CSgt followed as CQMS 3Coy, Then Csgt of Recce plt was next in Hong Kong 1970 CSgt at Officers Mess. CSM 1 Coy 1970, later back in Hong kong as GSM, later to Gds Depot as RSM. He turned down a commission and left the army. He joined Harrow School as Administrator.Whilst at Harrow he took a TA Commission in the rank of Major as a Service Careers advisor. He also joined the Yeoman of the  Guard. They lived whilst a Yeoman at a Apartment at St James Palace. Whilst there he was awarded the MBE and later The RVM for loyalty to Her Majesty.  Dave and Liz have just celebrated their 65th Wedding Anniversary They had 3 children,  Kerry, Steven sadly deceased, and Peter, plus 4 Grandchildren.  QS  
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